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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MONDAY, MAY 8, 1972 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Staff Director to Mrs. Nixon 

The series of historic items from the private quarters of the White Hou se 
continue on special display in the Ea s t Room of the ·white Hou se . l\1rs. Nixon 
introduce d th e special exhibit s on Wednesday, March 15, 1972, when the 
Madison Medicine Che -st was the first itern to go on display to the White House 
visitors. 

The items with the date of display which are ·still to be exhibited are : 

Tuesd ay, M ay 9, President Grant's Tortoise She ll Baske t (from the Treaty 
Room Second Floor) - This tortoise she ll waste basket, lined \vith r e d 
satin, was us ed by President Ulysses S. Grant in his room in th e White 
Hou se and late r at his hom e in New York. It was presented t o the White 
Hous e in 1962, from the Stanford Uni ve rsity Art Galle r y and Museum. 

Tuesday; May 23, President Jefferson ' s L a p D esk (from 
Gr ound Floor) - This small lap d esk was owned and used 
Thorn as Jefferson and descended in the Jefferson fami l y . 

the Map Room, 
by President 
It opens to 

reve a l a felt writing surface , several g lass ink j a rs, and a drav,1er in 
which to store statione ry. It i s on l oan from Mr. L aurence Gouve rne ur 
Hoes , a de seen. d ent of Pr esid e nt Monro e . 

Tues d ay , June 6, Madison Chair (frorn the Third Floor) - This writi-ng 
arrn chair was u sed by Pres ident J arnes Madison to dispatch messages 
to hi s staff and Cabinet aft er h e l eft Washington during the British attack 
on the C a pital in 1814. H e took refuge in the M aryland horne of Caleb 
Bentley who mad e the chair. The chai r was presented to the White Hous e 
by desc e ndents of Caleb Bentley. 

Tuesday , June 20, G e tty s burg Address (frorn the Lincoln B ed room, S econd 
Floor) - This copy of th e G e ttysbur g A ddress i s the last copy of the address 
to have b ee n made by Preside nt Linc o ln. It was written by th e Pres ident at 
th e request of the noted histori an G eorge Bancroft. It is the only copy to 
b e signed, titl ed and dated by Lincoln and the only copy written on thr ee 
sheets of p aper . Gift to the White H ouse in 1959 from the estate of Oscar 
B. Cintas. 

Tues d ay, July 4, First Printing of the "Star Spa n g l e d Banner" (from. the 
Third Floo r) - This r a r e shee t music of the "Star Spangled Banner " was 

printe d in Baltimore in 1820, s ix years afte r it was written b y Francis 
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Scott Key. It is one of e ight know a copies of the £i rst printing of the 
"Star Spangled Banner. 11 A gift from the Broadcast Music, Inc., New 
York. 

Tuesday, July 18, Lincoln Slipper Chair (frorn the Second Floor) - This 
Victorian slipper chair is one of a pair of chairs in the Lincoln Bedroom 
which date from the Lincoln Administration. It is covered with velvet 
fabric dating from the same period. Found in White House storage in 

1961. 
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